Hararea KPOPTC, JKaxaun AE TE

[TPEKPACHAA
ITOAOBMHA

Pacckas

B Angax, Ha rpanuue Ilepy u bonuBumu HaxoauTcs
camoe 6oJbIIoe npecHoe 03epo FOXXHOH AMepuKu.
YacTb HaceJIeHUA XUBET Ha IUIaBY4UX TPOCTHUKOBBIX
OCTPOBAX, KOTOPLIE KUTEJIM CTOAT CaMHU.

IIo mamepuanam Buxuneduu u no iuuHomy
Hab00eHUr0 00H020 U3 A8Mopos

Mexop crzen Ha Kpar OCTPOBA, CIJIETEHHOTO U3 COJIOMBI. I'opsiamii co-

HEYHBIN CBET PacChINajCs MO BOJE CUAILIEH PAObIO, 30JI0THI ApeiidoBaBIre HermoaaeKy
OCTPOBKH COCefleii-CoIIeMeHHUKOB. Y Oepera IejiecTesl TPOCTHUK, Kadyasiy IaKyIuMHU BeT-
BSIMU JIEPEBbS, @ BIIAJIM, TIOYTH CIIMBASCh C APKOU CUHEBOI 6e3061auHoro Heba, Gesien CHexX-
HBIMU [IAMKaMK O6CTYUBIINE 03€PO BBICOKME FOPhI — AH/IBL.

3a cuHO# 4TO-TO OPSIKHYJIO, IPOKATUIIOCH TI0 COJIOMEHHOMY HAacTuiy. JIerko 3atiena-
71 6OChIE HOTH.

Mexop obepHyncs. JIupyc yxe MOJHAJIA yCKONb3HYBIIHII OT Hee KOTENIOK: MeAHbIe 60-
Ka ero moJjIbIXaJy MOl COJTHIIEM, OpOCajii OTCBEThI Ha CMYIJIbIe HIeKH MOJIOON MHANAHKH.
[ToIOTHSAHOE TJTaThe 6e3 PYKaBOB MOAYEPKUBAJIO BCE U3THOBI €e CTPOMHOM QUTYDPKH...

Jlupuc 3ameTuna B3rI4] MyXa, OTBeJsa Iia3a. Haruynacs, 3aueprbiBas BOJy, — TKaHb
Ha IPyIY HATSHYIaCh — CHOBA BBIMPSMUIACH U, HECIIENIHO MOKa4YKBast GejpaMu, HarpaBu-
JIaCh K X¥KuHe. Mexopa 06/1aJ10 KapKoi BOHOK. OH BCKOYMJI, OPOCHIICS CJIIOM 3a JKEHOH.

C coceniHero, coBceM MaJleHbKOT'O OCTPOBKA MTOCIIBIIIAJICS XPHUIUIBIA cMeX — cTaphlil Bpo-
MIICTa XJIOTaJ JIZIOHSAMU I10 JISKKAM, YXMBLJISICS BO BeCb CBO# 6€33y6blil poT.

— OX yX 3TU MOJIOZIOEHBL...

U3 BeTx0ro K0cOHOKOrO Iasaiia BLICyHyJ1a roJIoBy xeHa Bpomuctsl [pyHbOHA — Takas
e crapasi, MOpIIHICTast 1 6e33y0ast, Kak ee 6JIarOBepHbIi, — COIIypUIIa CIIe3AIIrecs ria-
3a, IPOBOpYasa Heo 0O PUTEIBHO:

— XBaTUT KyAaxTaTh, [IeHb TPYXJABbIHA, — HeJOM 3aiiMuchk! Bpems k obeny uzer, a pbl-
6a-To r7e? — ¥ CHOBA CKPHLIACh.

Haranbst Kpodrc popmnace B Xepcore. Oxonunna MI'Y u Okcdopackuii yausepcuret. Iy6iuko-
Bazach B xypHanax «Hesa», «lOHOCTb», «HOBBI XypHain», «Jletu Pa», B «JIuTepaTypHoi razere»
U 1pyrux usnaHuax. HeopHokpaTHO yyactBoBana B @opymax Mosozbix nucartesner B JIunkax. XKu-
BET B ABCTPaJINH.

Kaknun ne T'é Popmnacs B Cankt-Ilerepbypre. OkoHumaa MockoBckuii monurpadudeckuii uH-
crutyt u Fairleigh Dickinson University (CIIIA). HeofHOKpaTHBIH IpU3ep CeTeBbIX JIMTEPATYPHBIX
KOHKYPCOB (11033U4, IOBECTH, PACCKa3bl, MUHUATIOPHI). [Ty6IMKOBajIach B IEPUOAMIECKUX U3/JaHHU-
ax u c6opHuKax B Poccun, Tepmanuu, Uspaunne, CIIA, @unnsuauu. JKuser B CIIA.
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CrapuK mepecTai cMesiThCs1, TOKOCHIICS OBYKeHHO Ha InaJai, 3abopmoTai ceGe Moz Hoc:

— Jla yx He TPyXJisiBeil HEKOTOPBIX... DX, XKU3Hb, HUKAKOH cripaBeanuBocTd. OXHOMY
pBIOBS CIIMHKA, IPYTOMY KOCTH U3 XxpebTa. BoH y Mexopa — u Jiy4iuii B IieMeHH OCTPOB,
¥ JKeHa KpacoTKa — TJ1a3 He OTBECTH, /Ia ellle ¥ MOJTYMT BCe BPeMsi, CJIOBHO Y Hee U roJioca Her.
A MosI BCIO XXU3Hb BOPUMUT: 6y-6y-6y, 6y-0y-0y, — a KpacaBulleii-To HUKOTr/a 1 He ObLia...

— 51 Bce cabliny! — paszgasioch U3 Iasnaiia.

BpoMmucTa TONBKO PYKOH MaxHyJIL.

* %%

Mexop pacciabiieHHO Jiexas PSIIOM C KeHOi. MeJKie IbUTMHKYA UCKOPKAMH BCIIBIXH-
BaJIM B TOHKUX JIy4ax, IPOOUBABIINXCS Yepe3 KPOBJIIO XKUHBL. JIyIIHBIN 3aMax CyXoii Tpa-
BbI MeIIaJICS C 03ePHOM CBexecTbo. OCTPOB 4yTh TOKAYMBAJICA B TAaKT IIJIECKy BOZABL. Mexo-
pa KJIOHUJIO B COH.

— 51 ¢ To6Oi1 pa3BOXKYCh.

OH pe3Ko OTKpBLI I71a3a, IPUNOZHAT [OJIOBY U B3IJIsAHYJ Ha JIupuc. B Mepuaromem no-
JIycBeTe YepHBbIe I71a3a JKeHbl Ka3aluch 6e3I0HHbIMU.

— Ts1 yTO-TO CKa3anar

— Jla, — oHa ruOKUM JIBU)KEHHEM BbIBEpPHYJIaCh M3-1107] OOHUMABIIEN ee PYKY, IOTSAHY-
JIach 3a Ofiex oM. — Pa3BOXyCh 1 ¢ TOGOI.

Mexop TyIo CMOTpeJ Ha XeHy, He B CUJIaX COeVHUTD B CO3HAHUY HeflaBHUeE GypHBIe Jia-
CKHU U ee CJIOBA.

— Tol myTHIB?

— Kaxue myTku? — JIupuc cocko4usa c 1oxa, Ha X0/ly HaTAruBas Ijarbe Ha 3aropesoe
Tej0. — MBI MPOXKUJIM BMECTe TI0JITOia, 51 He 3a4ajsia oT TeOsi pebeHKa, 3HaYUT, MMelo Tpa-
BO Pa3BeCTUCH.

— JTupwuc! Tl xe cama He xoTesa peberka! Ckasaja, 4To Hajio MOKa MOA0XKaTh, [OKUTh
114 cebs!

— He momHI0 Takoro. A iaxke ecjid M cKa3ajia — BCe PaBHO He JIOKaxelb, — JIupuc Ha-
IpaBUJIach K BBIXOJY U3 XWKUHBL.

Y camoii 1Bepu OHa 06epHYIach:

— ITonoBMHA OCTPOBA 10 3aKOHY MOs, — U BbIIILJIA HAPYXKY, OCTaBUB Mexopa ofiHOTO.

* %%

— Jlupuc, a 9TO CIy4UI0Ch?

Mexop, mypsCh OT APKOTO CBeTa, pasriszel, 4eM 3aHATa XeHa, ¥ 3aCThLIL.

[Toka OH MCKaJ B MOJyMpaKe XMKMHBI Pa30POCAHHYI0 BTOPOIISIX OAEXAYy, JIupuc yxe
IIpoBeJia KYCKOM OXPBbI 110 HACTWIIy JIMHUIO Pasziesia v Telepb eJIOBUTO TIePeHOCHIIA Ha CBOIO
CTOPOHY BCe camoe Hy)KHOe: KaMeHb-IIOZICTaBKy AJIA IIe4X, CaMy IIedKy, 3alacHble Becsia, Co-
JIOMEHHBIH CTOJIHK.

[IpomopraBuixck, Mexop coo6pasut, 4TO 1 XMKMHA OKa3aiach Ha ee CTOPOHe.

JIvupuc nmepexBaTua B3I/ MyXa, BHIIPSMUTIACH:

— Her cMbic/1a UIATB ZI0M, — TBEPAO CKa3aia oHa. — OBGIOMKY HUKOMY He HY)KHBI, HA
teGe, Hu MHe. [T03TOMY 51 3a6Hpao ero LEeIUKOM.

— Jlupuc! [la 06bsACHH XOTbh, YTO ITO BAPYT HA TeOs HAILIO? Y HAC ke Bce ObLIO XOPO-
110, MBI IaXKe He ITOCCOPUJINCE HU pa3y! Thl HU Ha YTO He )KaJ0Batach, HUYero He IpOCUA...

— Bor aypak-To, — IpOKOMMEHTHPOBAJIA C COCeNHEro ocTpoBKa I'pynboHa. — ena noi-
ro/ia MOJTYMT, HUYEro He IPOCHUT, a OH iyMaeT, YTo B ceMbe Bce xopomio! [IpaBuibHO fena-
elllb, YTO yXOAullb, KpacaBuua! Ito 310 3a Myx! Buzena Obl TeOs1, MapeHb, TBOSI MOKONHAs
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MaTb — MOKpacHeJa Obl CO CThIA, YTO POJJIA TAKOTO HeZIoyMKa! Y Hee-TO roJioc 3BeHelI C yT-
pa Zio Beyepa, 0 BceMy 03epy ObIJIO CIIBIIIHO — MOBE3JI0 JKeHINuHe ¢ Myxxem! Bpomucra, 4To
ThI POT OTKPBUI, NIeHb TPYXJIABbIi?! Bepu desHOK, IUILIBY K Bucme: nycTb noarpebaer cioaa,
a To Bce mponyctut! Y ocTabHBIX, MUMO KOTO IUIBITh Gy elb, Toxe 30Bu! Takie ocTpoBa
He KaXk/Ibll ZieHb NI0N0IaM NUAT!

Mexop He ciyman BOPY/IMBYIO COCe/IKy. beras 3a xxeHoM 110 OCTPOBY, OH U30 BCEX CHUJI CTa-
paics yoeauts JIuprc NoyMaTh WK XOTS Obl OObACHUTD, B YeM OH IIPOBUHMIICA. A Ta, He
II0BOPa4MBas rOJIOBLI B CTOPOHY Mexopa, MeToAUYHO 3ariAzblBajia BO BCe YIJbl U HOJ CO-
JIOMeHHbIe [IMHOBKY, M3peaKa nepeGuBasi ero KOpoTkuMu ppasamu: «Ilozait korenku. Her,
3TOT, TPECHYTBIN, OCTaBb», «IIOMOTHM XepHOB NI€PEHECTH, OH TSXKEJIbII», «A TOIIOPUK Hall
rzie?»... MeXop NOCIeNHO UCTIOMHST ee IPOChObI, TPOZI0JIKAS PACCIIPOCH! ¥ YroBOpbL. Hako-
Hell JIUpHC OBEPHYJIACh, B3IJIAHYJIA eMy IPSAMO B IJ1a3a ¥ COJIHEYHO YIIBIOHYIACh — yCTa-
JIOH, HO IOBOJIbHOM ynbiOKOM. Cepaiie Mexopa aporuyno: «Bce! OHa 6oJibliie He 3TUTCA!»,
¥ KapPTUHBI )XapPKOTO0, HEXXHOTO MPHMUPEHHUS YiKe 3aPOUIUCH B er0 BOOOPaKeHHUH. .

— l'oroBo. Hecu nuiy.

BesynpedyHo Kpacusoe, cJlerka pacKpacHeplieecs Juno JIMpUc He BBIPaXaso HU HEX-
HOCTH, HY JIa)Ke XaJIOCT — TOJIbKO HeTepIIeJIMBOe OXuzlaHne. Mexop MeZIJIeHHO OIyCTHJI-
€ Ha HACTUJL

— Jlupuc! Hy 4to 5 Tebe cnenain?

— Huuero ne caenai. ITpocto s He 0610 Te6s1. U He Mro6uia HUKOTAA.

— Hemnpagpa! 5 Te6e He Bepio! Eciiu He 06uiIa, TO 3a4eM BBILILTA 33 MEHS 3aMyX?

JIvpuc noxasna mie4aMmy, OKMHYJIA B3[JIALOM 3aMedaTeIbHbIA IPOCTOPHBIN OCTPOBOK,
Opocuiia ¢ JIeTKo#t [ocamoit:

— ITonymaii, MOeT, fiorafiaellibcsl! — U IOIUIA 33 MUJIOM.

* % %

Cusno connne. Ilneckanacs Boga. [leperoBapuBaiuch MPUILIBIBIINE CO BCETO 03€pa CO-
TJIeMeHHUKY. TIPOTUBHO, C MIEIECTAIIMM IPUCBICTOM, CKPHIIENa M0/ 3yObAMU MBI 30J10-
Tas cosoma. O6GIaYKOM BUJIACH MEJIKasi TPyXa, [ajiajia B TEMHYIO BOAY MeXY ABYMs I10JIO-
BMHAMK OCTPOBa — UeM JIJIMHHee CTAHOBUJICS PACIuJI, TeM GOJbile OHM OTAAJISUIHCH APYT
ot npyra. HakoHel ocrajiack TOJIbKO TOHKast mepembrdka. Criuna JIupuc 6JecTena oT noTa.

Becria — Toscrasi, MHOrOZleTHast 6aba, U3BeCTHAs CIJIETHUIA, IPOKOMMEHTHUPOBAA:

— Hy u xapTtunka! JKeHa BKkasibiBaeT, a OH CUAUT U Oe3leibHIYaer!

— A 4TO OH JI0MXeH JieflaTb? — 3aCTYNUJICSA OAMH U3 MOJIOZBIX XOJIOCTAKOB, Anb. — CBoO-
MMU PyKaM¥ pa3pyliuTh TO, YTO CO3ZAJHU ero poautenu? Kak mocMoTpulib Ha Takoe, XOTh
BoOGI1Ie He xeHrcb. CoBceM oOHarenu. Y iefloB 06br4au GbUIH JIydliie: CTPONITUBBIX JKeH, He-
ZIOBOJIbHBIX MyXbSIMU, IPOCTO B BOJY CTaJIKUBaJIM!

— Ara, — 3/110pafgHO XuxuKHyIa ['pyHboHa. — CTOJIKHYJI OJVH TaKOH, KakK Xe...

Bpomucra TsKeno B3I0XHYL:

— Y nezoB, mapeHb, TOXKe He BCe [JIaIKo ObLIO...

Anb ynpsMo Bo3pasui:

— Bce paBHo. Eif Hazio, nycTh cama 1 uauT. Bes BuHa Ha Heil. Mexop — Xopomuil Myx.

JIvpuc OpBIBUCTO BHINPSIMUTIACH, TeMHBIE I71a3a ee BCIIbIXHYIIN.

— Tebe-To OTKyZa 3HATh, KAKON OH MY’)K? — BBLIKDMKHYJIa OHA U B Cep/llaX TOIHYJA HO-
roii. Y3Kas IoJIoCcKa, Bee elile COeIMHSABINAst 00e YacTH OCTPOBA, He BbiZiepKana — cTebJu CoJo-
MBI C TPECKOM TIOPBAJIKCh, U Ta OJIOBUHA, HA Kpal0 KOTOPOW OKa3aack JIMpUC, pe3Ko B3AbI-
Gunack. Mosioias JeHIiHa, He yAep)KaBLUIMCh HAa HOTaX, CKAaTHUIAch B BoAy. [L00BHUHKA
OCTpOBa 3aMepJia Ha CeKyH[y, CJIOBHO pa3ZlyMbIBasi — IlepeBepHyTbCS WU HeT? — KPYTHY-

HEBA 7°2020



138 / Ilposa u nossus

Jlach BOKPYT CBO€l OCH U TUTIOXHYJIaCh 06PATHO, C pa3Maxy MPUXJIONHYB JIMPUC 1 TTOAHSIB
Ty4y GpBI3T.

Cocefu elije He yCIIeIM OIOMHUTBCST OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH, 8 MeX0p yKe NPBITHYJ B BOAY,
HabpaJ B Jierkuie mo6oJiblie BO3yXa U HBIPHYJL.

ITox 0CTPOBOM LIAPHUJI IOJyMPAK, OuepTaHUs IPEAMETOB eJie PasiInyainch B IyCTOH KO-
JIBIITyIIelcs: TeHu. JIMpUC YTSHYTIO yKe [aneko: OHa He 60poJiack, a MeIeHHO U 6e3B0Jb-
HO OIyCKasach CKBO3b CJIOK TEMHOI Bofbl. Mexop pBaHyJics BriyOb, Hanepepes. I'pyab caa-
BUJIO, B BIICKAX 3aCTy4asIo, epes ria3aMu 3aIIscany pajyxHele Kpyru. OH efiBa ycres nof-
XBaTUTh JIMPUC /10 TOTO, KaK Ta MOIMajia B NpUIOHHOe TedeHue. Teio ee, pacciabieHHOe
¥ TsDKeJIOe, TIOTSHYJIO ero BHU3, CJIOBHO KAMEHHBIN XepHOB. OTYassHHO mepebupasi Horamu
¥ cBOBOIHO PyKOii, MeXop TalluI )eHy 06paTHO, K CBETY U KU3HH, HO CUJIBI €70 CTPEeMH-
TeJIbHO TasuIi. A OCTPOB HaBUC MPSMO HAJl HUM, 3aCJIOHSS MyTh HA MOBEPXHOCTb. Mexopy
MyYHTETBHO 3aX0TeJI0Ch CIeMaTh rMyboKuil BIOX — u 6yAb 4TO Gy/er...

Ho TyT OCTpOB HEOXXU/IAHHO CKOJIb3HYJI B CTOPOHY — U BOJIa 3aMCKPUIACH OT COTHEYHBIX
nydeit. [TocienHuM ycuneM Mexop BeITOJNKHYT JIMpUC HaBepX U, Tepsisi CO3HAHMeE, HadYa
CHOBA MajaTh B INyOHUHY.

* %%

Mokpas conoma JuIia K meke. Mexop CyZIOpOKHO XBaTaj BO3JyX, BpeMsl OT BpDEMEH!U
TSXeJI0 OTKAaIIMBasA AaXHyILylo TUHOH BoAy. OH OTKphLI ra3a. Tesno Jlupuc HemoaBMX-
HO JIeXaJIo PsALOM, HaZl HUM XJIoNoTasa Becra. Mexop IJIAHYJ Ha XKeHY — U B yKace OTIps-
Hys1. Hukorza eie oH He Buzesn JIpuc Takoil. 3anpoKHHYTOe K HeOy JIUIIO GBUIO JIULIOM yTO-
mieHHUNbI. CMyTJIas Koxa OT/IMBaJla CUHeBOM, BOJIOCHI CIIyTaJKCh, B YepHbIX NPAAAX 3aCTps-
71 Bogopociau. V3 riy6oKoi pBaHOii paHbl Ha JIeBOH IjeKe COUMIACh KPOBb, BepXHsis Iyba
¥l CJIOMaHHBIE HOC 6e300pa3HO PacIyXJiu, I71a3 3aIUIbLIL...

JIupuc 3acToHaza. 3[0POBBIii I71a3 OTKPBLICA, yCTaBUICS B He6o0. Becra TyT e mpunos-
HslJIa MOJIOZYIO XKEHIIMHY, TIOMOTJIa CeCcThb, Hauajla OCTOPOKHO OOTHPATh BETOLIBI) OKPOBAB-
JIEHHOE JIUIIO.

— Jlupuc! — Mexop BCKOYMII U, OINATHIBASICh, GpocuIIcs K Heit. — Tol xuBal A -T0, IJisi-
51 Ha TBOE JIMLIO, YK€ oAyMall...

— Moe nmuno?! — JIupuc OTTOJIKHYJIA MyXa U coceiKy. IToanonsna K Kpaw HacTuia,
CKJIOHMJIACh HaJi BOAOM — U 3aMepia. U TyT BepBble B )KM3HU MeXop ycblliai ee IJad.
OH npucen psgoM, 6epexHO MOrIaUI JKeHy 110 IJIedy.

— Jlupuc... Yenokoiics. [1aBHOe — Tl kuBa. Bee Gyzer xopoio.

OHa mombITasach OTBETUTh, HO CJIOBA He LUK U3 pacnyxummx ry6. Torga Jlupuc TKHyna
NaJblieM B CBOE OTPAXKEHNUeE U 3apbljjasa TakK, 4To Aaxke IJIeYH 3aTPACINCE.

— OcraBb ee, — XMypo IlpoBopuana ['pyHpoHa. — BensAxka noTepsia Kpacory, el ceil-
4ac He [0 TeOs.

Mexop pacTepsiHHO 06BeJ B3IJISIZIOM COILIEMEHHHKOB.

— YT0 caenath, YTOOBI OHA YCIIOKOUIIACh?

My>X4UHBI I€PETJIAHYINCD, )KEHIIUHBI OTBEJIH I71a3a.

Jlvupuc BOPYT IPUNOAHANACH, TPACYIIelica PyKoil yka3zajia Mexopy Ha ero moJ0OBUHY
OCTPOBA U IIPOXpHUIIENa:

— Vo6upaiics, cipimmiib?! M He MPUTBOPSIICS, YTO ThI 32 MeHsI BOJIHYyelibcst! Thl ke HU
pasy B JKM3HK He OrOBOPHJI CO MHOU TOJIKOM, HU pa3y! 51 Hukoraa tebe He ObLIa HY)KHA —
TOJIbKO MOSI KPacoTa, 60Jiblile Thl HUYero He BUAMING! Tak HeT ee Teneps! Y6upaiics, yribl-
Ball — IOZaJiblie OT MeHs!

— Tl IpaBza X0uelllb UMEHHO 3TOTO? — CHPOCKJI, TOMOTYaB, Mexop. — YTOObI 5 YIIbLT?

— Ja! Ja! a!
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— Xopomro, — OH OBepHYJICA K JonKe Ajs. — IToMoru nepe6parbcs Ha MO0 IIOJIOBU-
Hy, IpY>XUlle.

— Mexop, — BMeIlaJicsi BAPYT cTapblii BpoMucTa. — A Belib Tereph 00€ MOJOBUHBI TBOH.
Trl cniac et Xu3Hb.

ConieMeHHUKM CHOBA IIEPerjfAHYINCh — U BADYT 3arOBOPUJIM BCe pa3oM, 3aKUBajU
TOJIOBAMU.

— [Ja! Tak u ectb! OH crac el X13Hb — Tellepb OH eil Huuero He foxeH! CTapuk npas!
3aKoH ecTb 3aKOH.

Moozble napHU 3aX0X0TaJIH, 3aCBUCTEJH.

— He noBesnio Tebe, ObIBIIas KpacoTKa! — U3/ieBaTeNbCKU MpoKpryan Anb. — [Tompobyit
Teleph MOUMaTh cebe B MyXKbs JPyroro fypakal

JIvpuc 3acThblia, HelIOHUMAIOIIe IlepeBOAd I71a3a ¢ OAHOTO COIIeMeHHMKA Ha APYroro.
Bapyr ee usyponoBaHHoe, llepeMa3aHHOe KPOBBIO JIML[O CKPUBUJIOCh, OHA C OMep3eHNeM 10~
cMoTpesia Ha Mexopa:

— Tak BOT mo4eMy Thl He 6pocus MeHs TaM, oj Bozou! Hazo ke, kak gopor TeGe 3TOT
OCTPOBOK. Bezib caM 4yThb He moru6!

— Jlupuc, a 1 Ipo OCTPOB TOTAA AaXke U He fyMad!

— Ara, noBepua s! Thl e MHe Bce YIIM IPOXKYKKaJI O TOM, KaK Thl ero JII0OHIIb, CKOJIb-
KO TpyZa BJIOXXUJIY B HET'O TBOH POAKTEINH, YTOOBI CAeaTh Tebs CaMbIM 3aBUIHBIM XEHUXOM
B mieMenn! Jhxen! HenaBixy! He6och 1 B BOZY-TO 32 MHOM HEPBBIM HPBITHYJI, YTOOBI HUKTO
Ipyroii He onepenun!

Mexzy HUMU BAPYT BKJIMHUIACH TOJICTyXa Becna, o kotopoit Mexop coBceM 3a06bL, 3a-
munesna Ha Jlupuc:

— Thl 4TO, € yMa conLIa? Mo3ru pacKMC/IM OT KyNaHuUs, He CO0Opakaelllb, YTO TOBOPHUIIIbL?
Wi He mouwio elne, 4To y Tebs Teneps HU4ero Het? [Ipocuch o6paTHo, fAypa! YMounsi Myxa,
YTOOBI TPOCTH!

— He Ha/io MeHA HU 0 YeM YMOJIATh, — XKECTKO nepe6us Mexop, GecriepeMOHHO OTO-
IBUTAst COCEJKY B CTOPOHY. — JIMPHC e SICHO CKa3ala — HEHABUJUT OHA MeHs, XO4eT, 4To0
A ybupaJcs nojasblie.

OH ocMOTpeJI JXeHe NPsAMO B I71a3a.

— Pa3 Bce 370 6BUIO TOJIBKO pajii OCTPOBA, A OTAA0 Tebe 06e M0I0BUHEIL. 3abupail.

Hap o3epom noBucia fosiras tuivHa. Kasanocs, gaxe mieck BoAbl 3a3By4al IJIylle, Aa-
e JlepeBbs 3aMepJIH, JaXe JjajieKre ropbl IPUABUHYJIUCE 9yThb OJIMKe 1 TPUCITYIIaIKCh.

— TBL... IIyTUILIB? — TUXO CIPOCUJIa HaKoHel JIupuc.

— Hert. He uryuy. Bepu 1 6yab cyactinsa.

— A KaK Xe TbI?

Mexop BApPYT YIBIOHYJICS:

— 51 mocTpoto cebe HOBBII OCTPOB. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, pa3Be 51 He ChIH CBOMX POJUTENei? —
Y CHOBa MaxHyJI PyKOH AJIIO: TI0eXaJiy, MOJI, IPY>Kullle.

Y>ke OTIUIBIBAsA, OH yCJIbIIIAJ C3a4 rojioc Jupuc:

— Ho mouemy o6e?!

Mexop o6epHyJICs, TOXaI IIeYaMH:

— ITomymaii, MOeT, oraiaelbCsl.

* %%

JleTo KaTUJIOCH K OCEHH, CIIaTh Ha [UIOTY CTAHOBUJIOCH Bce MpoxJagHee. Ho Hudero yiyy-
1ie y Mexopa moka He 65110 — 9TO6BI HOCTPOUTD OCTPOB, HY)KHO BpeMs, — ¥ OH YacTo IIpo-
CBITIAJICSI CJIMIIKOM PaHO, lepeJ] CAMbIM PacCBETOM, 3516K0 KyTasich B O/JapeHHOe AJieM 1iiep-
cTsiHOe oziesiyio. OZIHAaKO B 3TO YTPO ero pa3dyaui He X0JI0/, a PUTMUYHBIN MIOPOX U TPOMKHIA
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IJIecK. Mexop OTKpBLI I'71a3a, ceJl, orasafencs. Hax Bogoi crenuncs Tymad. CHeXHble Iam-
K¥ FOp CBepKaJy B JIy4axX pasropaBIIerocs paccBeTa, a HaJ HUMU B CUHeM Hebe Geeu rie-
pucTslie obaka.

CHOBa 11eCHY10. Mexop moBepHyJics Ha 3ByK. [10JI0BMHA ero ObIBIIIET0 OCTPOBA MTOKAYK-
BaJIaCh Ha BOJIHAX COBCeM BJIM3KO, 3a7ieBasi KpaeM 60pTHK mioTa. Ha Heit He 6bUIO HU Ay,
BcrpeBoxeHHbIM Mexop PbIBKOM [OZIHSAJICS HA HOTY, IIarHyJ Ha 3HAKOMBIH C IeTCTBA HACTHIIL
U cpasy xe 3aMeTUI Ha OJIEKIION COJIOMe TEMHbIe Oypble Pa3BO/bIL.

Kposr? Yto ¢ JInupuc?!

OH B35171 OJIOBUHKY OCTPOBA Ha GYKCHP U MOCIIELIHO MIOMJIbLT Ha HOUCKHL.

* %%

JKeHIuHa Jiexkajia Ha IOCTEJIH JIMIIOM K CTeHe.

— JInpuc!

Mexop cxXBaTHJI ee 3a IJIeY0, pa3BepHyJI K cebe. YBuU/I 3aClIaHHOe JIMIO ¢ U3YMJIEHHO
pacrnaxHyThIMHU IIa3aMHu.

— @yx! TolxuBal A 4 yxe nogymar...

Jlupuc cepAUTO CTPAXHYJIA C [JIeya ero pykKy:

— Cyma comen? Passe MOXHO TaK IIyraTh?

— IIpoctu, — Mexop CMyIleHHO TIOKPYTMII rosioBoii. — [loiizem Hapyxy, s TeGe Bce
00BACHIO.

Korza JIupuc 3aKoHYMIA NTeYb MAaUCOBBIE JIENIENKH, OT HOYHOM ABIMKY Hajl BOJOW He
0CTaJIOCh ¥ CJiefla, @ Ha CMEHY MePUCThIM 061aKaM 13-3a rOp Me/IIeHHO HAIJIbIBAIH MyXJible
TeMHO-Cepble TYy4HU.

— W 4T0, KaXXABIii leHb KPOBb U3 HOCA UAIeT? — y4acTIMBO cIpocus Mexop.

— Hert, — xauHnyna rosnoso# Jlupuc, — He kaxbiid. Ceifuac yxe penxo. Becra ropopur,
BCe MTPOWZIeT, KOrZia HOC COBCeM 3akuBeT. IIpocTo ocTaHeTCsl TAKMM BOT KPUBBIM Jja IPUILIIOC-
HYTBIM, U IIPaM Ha IeKe OCTaHeTCsI TOKe, HO KPOBU Ooibiie He Gy/erT.

— IousiTHO, — Mexop He 3HaJI, KaK Obl 0JIOBYEe 33/1aTh CJIEAYIONIMET BOIPOC, U HAKOHEI]
crpocin B 106: — Kak Te6e ofHO# sxuBetcsi-To? Jlyuire, 4eM GbLIO CO MHOW?

JIupuc uckoca B3IJIsHyJa Ha Hero:

— Cmutto 6osbiiie. PaboTaro Toe 60Jibiie. A TOTOBOPUTH TO-TIPEKHEMY He C KEM.

OHa BIpyT 3acMesnach, noTpenana Mexopa 1o Bojsocam:

— Jla He cMOTpHU TbI TaK. CMOTPETH-TO ye He Ha 4To. Emib, IOKa He OCTHLIO.

U nobasuna, risizis Ha He6O, CHEBAa KOTOPOTO Bce GOJIbIile 3aTATMBANACh KIIyOsiielics
TeMHOU XMapbIo:

— Korpga nonsibiBeis, k 6epery mpaBb. K 3aBoau. I'po3a uner. CunbHasi.

— Buxy. Cuxy BOT, lyMato, Kak Thl CIIPaBUIIbLCSA C IBYMS OCTPOBKaMHU cpasy. JlaBaii mo-
MOTY OTOTHATh?

JIvupuc moMosyana, CHOBa B3TJIIHyJ/Ia Ha Ty4d, KUBHYJIA:

— Cnacubo.

* %%

OHy ycreny nepenpaBUTLCS B TUXYIO 3aBOJIb 10 TOTO, KaK Havyajachk Oypsi. 3aHeCsu B Xu-
UHY Bemy Mexopa u Terepb CUZeNH y BX0/id, CMOTPeJIH 4epe3 OTKPHITYIO /IBePb, KaK BCIIbI-
XUBAIOT CHAapY>XU MOJIHUY, CJIYLIAJIM, KaK IrpeMUT rpoM. CTpyH JOXAA XJIeCTalu 110 HacTHIy,
pasbuBaiuch Ha GOHTAHUMKHU MeJKuX GpbI3r. Bropas mosoBUHKaA OCTPOBA, KAaYaroIasacs Ha
TEMHBIX BOJIHAX 3aBO/IY, eJIe Pa3Indajach 3a MeeHOH rpo3sl.
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— 3abpa OblI ThI ee, — TUXO CKazasna JIupuc.

— TMouemy? — yauBuics Mexop.

OHa OTBeTHUJIA BCE TaK XK€ TUXO0, HO TBEPJIO:

— Tl ckasan Torga: «Iloaymaii, MOXKeT, lorajiaenibesi». S v mogyMasa. Xopomuio Jymania,
nosro. Bor uro ckaxy. Herpaga st Gbia. [ToxosKe, JTFO6KII Thl MEHSI — CJIOB TOJIBKO HE TOBO-
puit. Jla ¥ )KU3Hb ¥ HaC CIIOKOMHO MLJIa, IeJIaTh Pafid MEHSI HUYero He IPUXO0UIIOCh. A 110-
HaZioOUIIOCh — U3HB CIIaC, OCTPOB IO PHIL...

Mexop MoJrda, TS Ha JIbIONIKeCs ¢ Heba IIOTOKY BOAbI. JIMPHUC, He OKAABIIKCH OT-
BeTa, 106aBua:

— 3abepu. A TO yTOHEIIb ellje Ha MJIOTY CBOEM.

Mexop, He 3Hasi, YTO CKa3aTh, PETIOKIUI:

— JlaBa¥i 3aBTpa 00 3TOM IIOrOBOPUM. A MOKa — MOJKET, OTOHb B QUare pa3Bectu? YioT-
Hee Oyzer.

— Hy, passezu, — coryiacuiach Jiupuc. — 5 3a0/IHO ¥ YKKMH IPUTOTOBIIIO. JI0XK/Ib, KaXKeT-
Cs1, HAJIOJITO 3aPSAIUIL.

* %%

Tenble opaHkeBble 0TOJIECKU IUISICANH TI0 CTEHAM XIKUHbBI. BKYCHO maxJjio mneyeHOH
PHIGOIA.

— A 4TO Xe ThbI IOJIOBUHKY TaK U He CIIesIa? — [JIs1AA Ha II1aMs cripocui Mexop.

— T'oBopIo Ke: pemnia BepHyTh Tebe mo-ocTpoBa. Hexopoiio, Korja y 0ZHOTO Bee,
ay fapyroro — Hu4ero. HempasuibHo.

— JaJko, 4TO BCe TaK BBIIUIO. XOPOLIXi ObLT OCTPOBOK... — BBIPBAJIOCH ObLIO0 y Mexo-
pa, HO OH TYT Xe NpuziepXal A3bIK 1 BUHOBATO IJIAHYJ Ha JIupuc.

— XOpOUIHUH... — TUXO COTIacKmach Ta. — TOJBKO CYACTbs MHE C 3TOTO «XOpOILIeros He-
MHOr0 651710. TO ¢ TOGOI — O1HA, TO COBCEM OJHA...

— ToBopui s TeGe: maBaii peGeHKa 3aBefieM, — MpavHO 3aMeTis Mexop. — JleT — OHU
KaK pa3 JJis TaKoii IT06BU, KOTOPAsi BCS U3 Pa3rOBOPOB. A MYX... OH JJIsSt IPYTOTO.

JTupuc GuIpKHYyIa.

— Ara, 3Haro 4, Ay dero!

— Hy u nna 3Toro toxe. A eme [yd BCAKUX BaXKHBIX Jiesl. JKU3HB CIIaCTH, OCTPOB
NOJIapUTb...

— Mo:XHO ofyMaTb, Thl MHe KaXK/[blii ZIeHb UX AapuJ!

— 51, KOT/ZIa JKeHUJICS, Cpa3y CKa3asl: Bce MOe Tenepb TBoe. Tak OHO U ObLIO, paBJia Jxe?

OH NOAHAJICA Ha HOTH, B35J1 CBOU YBSA3aHHBIE B OZIESAJIO IIOXKUTKY.

— JlapHo, JIvupuc. [IoXAb Iepectas, XBaTUT MHe ¥ Tebs1 pacCKUBaThCsA. OHO TOJIBKO elrie
CKaXy: IPOCTH, eCJIX YTO He Tak ObLI10. OTKyZa MHe BbLJIO 3HATh, YTO MIOXO0 Tebe co MHOI?
ThlI ke BUZly-TO He MTOKa3bIBaja.

OH B370XHYJI, OTBOPWJI ZIBEPb — U 3aCThLI HA [IOpOTe.

— Jlupuc! I'naub!

OHa, BCTpeBOXKeHHAs CTPAaHHBIM TOHOM €ro rojioca, nojibesxaa, BhIrIsHyIa HapYXy —
Y axHyJIa, yXBaTUB Mexopa 3a pyKy.

OcTpoB cHOBa cTaJ LesibiM. Ha BIaXKHBIX OT HeJlaBHEl IPO3bI CTeOJIAX He 0CTaNOoCh Aaxe
ciena pacmuia. Mexop noBepHyJics K Jlupuc. Y1 6bUI0 B ee I71a3ax 4To-TO TaKoe, YTO OH OT-
BEepHYJICA OT PacllaXHyTOM ZIBepH, OCTaBUJI Y3eJIOK Ha I0JI — U Havajl HeTOPOILIMBO A0CTa-
BaTh M3 HErO CBOY BeIlY, PAaCKJIaZblBas UX Ha IIPUBBIYHbIE C IETCTBA MeCTa.

JlackoBble, Takvie 3HAKOMBIE PYKH OOBUIIH €r0 IIeYH. .

— Bor n mpaBuiibHO, — nporuenrana Jiupuc, 1 Mexop o4yBCTBOBAJI 10 TOJIOCY, YTO XKeHa
y/biOaeTcsi, — He MUJIUTh JKe er0 3aHOBO.
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